July 29: Flying wings and pancakes...

In July, media published pictures and texts on several new American aircraft designs [...seemingly without this having any effect on what was visually reported as occuring in the Swedish skies...]. By mid-July a picture of the V-173, ”flying pancake”, was published by a south-Swedish newspaper [Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, July 15]. 

Details of the four-engined prop-driven Northrop XB-35 ”flying wing” was presented with a large picture [Göteborgs Handels- och Sjöfartstidning, July 29] and by way of a syndicated text out of Hawthorne, California [Sundsvalls Tidning, July 31]. The first flight of the 52 meter-spanned ”wing” had taken place on June 25.  

Expressen, the new evening newspaper in Stockholm, published, August 20, some futuristic aircraft designs, including one flying wing, very much like the crescent-shaped object pilot Kenneth Arnold reported in June 1947. 

Swedish aircraft designers presented, in September 1946, ideas for their own flying wing, the 1001. This eventually evolved into the SAAB J-35 Draken supersonic jet fighter. [MorgonTidningen, Sept. 6].


